respectively, the Sino-German purine collaboration supported by the Sino-German Center was extended to the following research projects and conferences. Three co-operative projects were financed by the Center: (1) "Role of purinergic signalling in acupuncture-induced analgesia" (Peter Illes, Yong Tang, and Wei-Fang Rong); (2) "Purine signalling in depression and antidepressant effect of transcutaneous auricular vagus electroacupuncture" (Ute Krügel and Pei-Jing Rong); and (3) "P2X receptor channels: novel targets of analgesic traditional Chinese herbs" (Hong Nie and Günther Schmalzing). Financial support was made also available to organize two Summer Schools: (1) "Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) for depression: empiricism and evidence" (Ute Krügel and Pei-Jing Rong, Guangzhou, 2017); and (2) "Frontiers in Purinergic Signalling and Acupuncture" (Peter Illes and Yong Tang, Chengdu, 2018) .
In 2018, the Chinese Purine Club was founded with the CoChairs Yong Tang and Jiang-Fan Chen as well as the Honorary Chairs Geoffrey Burnstock and Peter Illes. Afterwards the "1st Chinese Purine Club Meeting" was organized in Chengdu between October 10 and 12, 2018 (Fig. 2) . Prof. Burnstock delivered the opening lecture at the "1st Chinese Purine Club Meeting" and also at the "1st and 2nd Sino-German Symposia on Purinergic Signalling, Pain and Acupuncture" (Chengdu, 2012 and Leipzig, 2017) .
In 2018, Yong Tang and Peter Illes founded the "International Collaborative Center on Big Science Plan for Purine Signalling" at the Chengdu University of TCM with generous financial support from the Sichuan Provincial Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs and the Chengdu University of TCM. This center aims at bringing together scientists from different countries or regions to work together on common projects related to the purine field, to furnish fruitful discussions among them, and to promote the career development of junior scientists or Master/PhD students working on purines. 
